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Sharing the grace of God with 
one another and the world 
around us.

3701 Old Brownsboro Road
Louisville, Kentucky 40207 
502.895.3483 
info@2ndpreslou.org

www.2ndpreslou.org 
Facebook: @secondpresbyterian 
YouTube: @2ndPresLou

Second
Presbyterian

church

Please join us for one service of  worship
at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

(and Livestreamed)

Happy Summer!



Sharing grace …

3

Worship & Music



June/July 2023

I Second Presbyterian Church4



Sharing grace …

5



June/July 2023

I Second Presbyterian Church6

Children

Vacation Bible School
PreK - 3rd grade

July 10th-14th
8:30am-12:15pm

Project Serve
 

4th -5th grade
July 10th-14th

8:30am-12:15pm

Contact Lorie Williamson at
Lwilliamson@2ndpreslou.org

Summer Volunteers Needed!
Thanks to all of you who have answered the call for volunteers this summer. 
 We currently have 125 children registered for VBS and 15 for Project Serve.  If
you are thinking about volunteering for either of these camps we can still use
you!!  Any amount of time will make an impact. I am in need of station leaders
and group leaders. Group leaders are in charge of leading children to different
stations while station leaders present material to different groups. If you are
crafty, sciency, snacky or good with stories I'd love to talk to you about being a
station leader. If you love to pal around with kids and have a knack for keeping
them engaged group leader is the job for you!!  Let me know where I can fit you
in!!

Lorie Williamson,
Director of Children's Ministry



Sharing grace …

7



8

Weekday School
The ending phase of a school year's cycle in May always elicits both reflection and anticipation. Memories of experiences, 
accomplishments, friendships and challenges work their way through the mind as the year comes to a close. It has been 
a pleasure and a privilege to watch the children in our care grow and change, see their strong relationships blossom over 
time in the classrooms, and observe their learning take exciting turns throughout the year. We have much gratitude to our 
parents for entrusting us with their greatest treasures through their early years!

Now, we look toward the promise of summer: the splash of water, the songs of crickets and cicadas, and long days of sunny 
fun. Summer is also the time when, as one teacher put it, we get to work on the “plane” when it has landed. It is an essential 
time for preparing for the next school year. Practically, we must tackle maintenance work and physical projects to keep 
our space in great condition for our young students. We also finalize class lists and teacher placements; update forms, files, 
and handbooks; and begin organizing for our annual licensing survey. We use the summer to continue our learning as 
early childhood professionals, as well. It is the season for casting a vision for how we can stretch, grow, and go deeper in 
our progressive educational philosophy.  While we do this necessary work, we are thankful for the church providing ways 
for our school families to connect with other parents and children this summer! 

See you in the fall,

Hayley Abell,
Director

June/July 2023
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Morning Joy
Morning Joy has ended for the season; we look forward to seeing 
you in the Fall!

Biblical Studies
Led by Dr. Acton Ostling, Jr., the class meets in-person on 
Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in Room 252. If interested in 
receiving the announcements or emails, whether or not you 
are a regular member, please email Dr. Ostling at lingjr@
twc.com.

Pathways
We are taking a break for the summer; we will see you in 
the Fall! 

Led by Elizabeth Clay, the Pathways class meets on Sunday 
mornings at 9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall A and via Zoom. 
Pathways is a group of folks who enjoy thinking and talking 
about life, faith, the Bible, and the intersection of the three. 
The Zoom link is in Seconds to Go which is sent out every 
Friday. Please come join us! 

Reading the Bible
Led by Dr. Marty Soards, Retired Professor of New Testament 
Studies at Louisville Seminary, the class meets on Sunday 
mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the Parlor and via Zoom. We are 
now studying the book of Acts, and we would be glad to have 
anyone join us who is interested in such Bible study.

Men’s Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study meets  in Room 251 and via Zoom at 7 a.m. 
on Friday mornings. We will study the Book of Acts using 
the commentary, Acts: An Introduction and Commentary by 
I. Howard Marshall. Dr. Marty Soards, Retired Professor of  
New Testament Studies at Louisville Seminary leads the 
session.  

Forgiveness for Lent
Rev. Dr. Tom Sweets is leading a class that meets on Sunday 
mornings at 9:00 in Fellowship Hall B.

Sisters in Spirit
A warm, welcoming, and supportive group of ladies that enjoy 
a special time of fellowship and book discussion around topics 
that help us grow in our everyday faith. We generally meet 
on the second Tuesday of the month 7–9 p.m. in the home 
of a church member. Open to adult women of all ages and 
stages of life. Join us when you are able (it’s ok if you have 
to miss a month or two, you are always welcome to come as 
you are able). 

Sisters in Spirit will meet Tuesday, June 20, at 7 
p.m. in Sallye Pence's home. We will meet in Ann 
Fleming's home on Tuesday, July 18, at 7 p.m.  
Please reply to Selina Costley at sjc@iglou.com if you're able 
to attend.             

Sermon Conversation and Fellowship
Sermon Conversation and Fellowship begins Sunday, June 4, 
following the 10:00 a.m. worship service and brief congregational 
meeting. This is an informal time to get clarification, ask questions, 
and give input concerning the preacher's take on the biblical text 
and/or the text itself. We'll gather in the church library for no 
more than 45 minutes of discussion. 

Zoom links to adult education programs can be found in Seconds to Go.  
You may also contact the church office: tkissling@2ndpreslou.org or 502-895-3483.

Adult Formation
June/July 2023
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Thank you to everyone who donated to South Louisville Community Ministries for our May Mission of the Month. 
Your ongoing support of our mission partners is greatly appreciated.
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Please consider volunteering to help with our partnership  
with Peace Pres. to assemble and distribute food boxes. 
We need volunteers for the following dates.

Saturday June 10 @ 10:00am
Monday June 12 @ 8:00am
Saturday July 8 @ 10:00am
Monday July10 @ 8:00am

Saturday August 12 @ 10:00am
Monday August 14 @ 8:00am

Saturday September 9 @ 10:00am
Monday September 11 @ 8:00am
Saturday October 7 @ 10:00am
Monday October 9 @ 8:00am

Contact Jodie Goldberg @ 303jodiegmail.com if you would 
like to sign up to help or would like more information.

Refugee Update

Rohan Amiri
turns one

Amiri daughters and 
Charlotte, happy for a 

visit pile on

Peace Presbyterian Volunteer Opportunities
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Dear Friends, 

We are being asked to be part of the broader Mid-Kentucky Presbytery campaign to raise funds to eliminate the enormous 
burden of medical debt of many of our fellow neighbors in central Kentucky. The Mid-Kentucky Presbytery has partnered 
with RIP Medical Debt, a highly rated 501c3 charity that specializes in forgiving medical debts. 

RIP Medical Debt was founded in 2014 by two former debt collections executives.  After decades of working in the for-
profit debt-buying industry they eventually realized they were uniquely qualified to help those in need. They imagined a 
new way to relieve medical debt: use donations to buy large bundles of debt for pennies on the dollar thus erasing debt 
with no tax consequences to the recipients. 

The results have been spectacular— 
         • To date they have acquired and abolished over $8 billion in medical debt for over 5 million families. 
         • They are rated at the highest level by the respected charity rating service, Charity Navigator, 100% 4-star level.
         • Operating expenses are being covered by philanthropic gifts so 100% of your donation goes directly to debt relief.

RIP’s debt abolishment process is transparent and efficient: 
         • RIP contracts with a hospital or other medical providers. The hospital transmits patient accounts data file to RIP. 
         • RIP identifies patients in financial hardship by integrating data from TransUnion - Who benefits? Individuals who 
meet at least one of the two criteria: 1) those Earning less than 4x the federal poverty level, or 2) those having debts that 
are 5% percent or more of annual income (it should be Noted: they do not abolish debt by request for specific individuals 
but only by geographic area) 
         • RIP buys the medical debt for the provider at a highly discounted rate. 
         • Families, without any prior awareness, will simply receive a surprise letter from RIP stating their debt has been   
               paid off thanks to this Presbyterian Church effort. 

* Every Ten Dollars you donate forgives approximately $1,000 in Medical Debt 
* Every Hundred Dollars you donate forgives approximately $10,000 in Medical Debt 

This campaign is another example, much like the car charging stations, that we are church members that are more interested 
in helping than in being helped. We are church members that are more interested in loving than being loved. We are church 
members that are more interested in giving than getting. 

For more information or to make a donation visit: 
https://ripmedicaldebt.org/campaign/central-kentucky/?

Or donate at church with a notation: RIP Medical Debt. 

Thanks for your consideration and support.



A small group ministry of Second Presbyterian Church
SPOT serves to unite people who share a common interest and deepen their faith in Christ 

through building relationships and reaching out to others. 

Book Notes

Each month since 2011, a member of our 
group selects a book, researches the author, 
reviews the book, and then the group 
discusses it at our monthly meeting. We 

meet on the first Tuesday of the Month at 10:00 am in the church 
parlor.  We faithfully support UCHM food pantry.

Contact Susanne Wright: (502)930-7465,  
sjwright@iglou.com

Busy Needles

We meet twice a month in the Parlor: 
second Sunday after church, and the 
fourth Thursday at 11:00 am (see church 
calendar). Our consistent projects are 

Prayer Shawls and Throws for our members, their family 
and friends. But, we also work on other projects for various 
groups and organizations both locally and worldwide. All 
ages and skill levels are welcome! 

Contact Mary Ayers: (502) 429-3415

Paint Spot

Open to all adults, our Paint SPOT is for 
beginners to skilled painters in acrylic. We 
gather on Thursdays at 1:00 pm in the Youth 
Suite to work on individual projects and 

                               fellowship together.

Dinner Groups 

A time to share over a good meal, we 
have multiple groups, some meet in 
homes, some at restaurants. Our groups 
meet throughout the year. Seeking those 

interested in joining a group or starting one!

Contact Cheryl Cooper: (502) 417-3999,  
cheryltcooper@gmail.com

Garden Spot 

A new group for those interested in 
gardening. We will  visit local gardens of 
distinction; invite local garden “gurus” to 
speak; and share ideas and experiences.   

 

Contact Joan Gaston  (502) 896- 8322 

Pilates

Pilates classes will be on Monday night in 
the Narthex at 5:30. Susan Schmidt will 
continue to teach these classes. I have taught 
over 25 years and own a Pilates studio, Pure 

Movement Louisville. If you have any questions, please email 
me at puremovementlvl@gmail.com or call or text me at 523-
5934. Pilates is for strength, conditioning, balance, flexibility, 
coordination, concentration, control, precision and flow. The 
emphasis is on the core.  It will improve your posture, help 
prevent injury, strengthen bones and help reduce anxiety.

Contact Susan Schmidt: (502) 523-5934,  
puremovementlvl@gmail.com

Prayer Group

Everyone is invited to pray through 
our weekly prayer list the first and 
third Wednesday of the month at  
10:00 am in Room 251. All are welcome 
to pray, young and old, new Christians or 

lifetime believers.

Contact Eunice Shishmanian: (617) 710-8189 or Evelyn 
Hwang: (502) 228-8765

June/July 2023
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2nd Act

We believe that music is a gift from God 
which transcends barriers of race, gen-
der, and language.  2nd Act has brought 
voices together for over 25 years, and 

with joy, we take our gift to those in need of song to en-
courage, uplift and spur spiritual growth. We meet every 
Wednesday at 10:00 am and perform at various residen-
tial facilities in the area. We meet in the Choir Room on 
Wednesdays at 10:00 am, when we are not performing. 

Contact Susan Langford: (502) 897-3789,  
toursplus@aol.com

Spot Walkers
The SPOT Walkers meet the first and 
third Wendesday of each month at  
10:00 am. Our walks are no more than two 
miles. When the weather is nice we walk at 
various outdoor spots; when the weather 

is not so nice we walk inside the Oxmoor Mall. Everyone is 
invited! We share lots of conversation as we walk, and we 
continue our conversation over coffee after our walk. 

 
Contact Valerie Dreher: (502) 552-8918  
or (502) 618-3732

A small group ministry of Second Presbyterian Church
SPOT serves to unite people who share a common interest and deepen their faith in Christ 
through building relationships and reaching out to others. 

If you are interested in starting a SPOT group or if you would like more information on SPOT groups please contact  
Sunny Seale: (571) 438-8393.

It's here!  The Annual Kilgore Garden Tour is June 10-11.  View 6 lovely gardens and 2 homes for $40.  All proceeds benefit 
The Kilgore Samaritan Counseling Center.  Tickets are on sale at Second Presbyterian and at several local businesses.  The 
gardens this year are spectacular.  The website is www.kilgorecounseling.org where you can purchase a ticket online and get 
information about each garden.  We also have a raffle with thickets for $25.  You can purchase them in the Narthex before 
and after worship services on June 4, 2023 and at each of the gardens the day of the tour.  

We NEED YOU!!  We need volunteers at the gardens and the homes.  The volunteer shifts are for 3 hours 10:00 – 1:00 or 
1:00 – 4:00 each day.  And as a benefit for volunteering you will receive a ticket to visit the gardens!.  Please call or email 
Sallye Pence if you can help.  Phone her at 502-262-5967 or email at sallyepence@gmail.com.

Kilgore Garden Tour



Presbyterian Union
On the first Tuesday of each month (usually), people gather downtown for the fellowship of a lunch, followed by a speaker 
and discussion around a wide variety of topics-- church and culture issues, faith questions, the changing face of Louisville, 
topics of personal interest.  Think of it as a quick retreat with some friends from different places to think about the world 
of work and living from a different direction.  All are welcome, so please invite guests.

TOPIC:  “Vincenzo: Bellissimo”

SPEAKER:  Vincenzo Gabriele, co-owner of Vincenzo's Restaurant
Vincenzo immigrated from Palermo, Italy in 1969 where he worked in St. Louis. In 
1975, he was asked to move to Louisville and work as the maître d’ for the Grisanti 
family at Casa Grisanti’s restaurant, eventually becoming a co-owner of the restaurant. 
In 1986, Vincenzo, along with his brother Agostino, opened Vincenzo’s Restaurant, 
at the request of Wendell Cherry, Co-Founder of Humana.

Vincenzo won the Ivy award in 1981, the Silver Fur-de-lis Award in 2021, in addition 
to multiple recognitions domestically and internationally. He most recently won the 
Small Family Business of the Year Award for Louisville. His parents provided his career 
influences… from his Father, a Captain in the Italian Merchant Marines, an honorable work ethic and integrity, and from 
his Mother, a genuine appreciation for hospitality and food! 

Where: Vincenzo’s, The Courtyard Room 105 South 5th Street 

  Lunch:  buffet salad and entrée, dessert, iced tea

  Cost: $25.00 including gratuity

When:  TUESDAY, June 6, 2023,  at 11:30 am

RSVP:  If you will attend, please notify by 4:00 pm Monday, June 5 (if accepting) E-mail Ann or Ivan Schell at   
  adschell@bellsouth.net or phone 894-8440

Mark your calendars for future meetings (always first Tuesday):

July 11, 2023- Lynn Pohl, Waverly Hills Sanatorium Author

August 1, 2023- Invitations to guest speakers have been extended

Parking: Parking is on 5th Street either on the street or across Market (one way east) at the Stock Yards parking   
                sign on the south side of Market between 5th and 6th or at the National City Bank Building    
  (entrances on 5th, near Main, and Main Street [one way west] on left immediately before 5th).

Payment: Please pay at door by cash or check.

Cancellation:  If you make a reservation and do not cancel before 9:00 am on the day of the presentation, we must ask   
  that you pay.

June/July 2023
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Summer Bible Study/Fellowship Saturday, July 22nd from 9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., all are invited to join Presbyterian 
Women from around the region for a day of Bible study and fellowship at Second Presbyterian Church. Reverend Janice 
Catron will provide insights into the 2023-24 Horizons Bible Study, “Sacred Encounters: The Power and Presence of Jesus 
Christ in the Gospel of Luke” by Olive Mahabir. A registration fee (including lunch) is $25. Make checks payable to PW 
Mid-KY Presbytery and send to: JoAnna Overstreet, 4102 Spring Park Lane, Louisville, KY 40218. Email j.overstreet@
twc.com  or phone 897-0129. For questions, contact Amy Parker at 897-5076 or email amyparker158@hotmail.com.

The Presbyterian Women of Second meet at the church 10:00 a.m. on the second Tuesday of each month from September – 
May for Bible study and fellowship. All women at Second are invited to join us. A Zoom option is available. For information, 
contact Amy Parker at 897-5076 or email amyparker158@hotmail.com.  

Men and Women of Second interested in learning about Furlough Home housing for our global mission co-workers during their stay 
in the Louisville area are invited to attend the FURLOUGH HOME ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER Tuesday, June 6, 2023 
6 pm-8 pm ELINE HALL AT HARVEY BROWNE Presbyterian Church, 311 Browns Lane, Louisville, KY  40207 Ellen Sherby, 
Acting Associate Director, Global Connections, Presbyterian World Mission Agency, will speak about Mission, today. Discover how 
our Second congregation can become involved in this new phase in the life of the Furlough Home! To attend the dinner/program 
please RSVP to jcwolph@gmail.com  or contact Jean Wolph at 502-558-1931. For more information, please contact Pam Glaze 
(Harvey Browne Presbyterian) at pmgpmg99@yahoo.com. Thank you for supporting PC(USA) World Mission!

Meet the Moe Family, Mission Co-Workers in Guatemala! Thursday, June 22, Harvey Browne PC, 311 Browns Lane, 40207, will 
host a luncheon from 11:30 – 1:30 with guest speaker Betsey Moe, Intercultural Encounters Facilitator at CEDEPCA (Intercultural 
Encounters Program of the Protestant Center for Pastoral Studies in Central America) and a musical performance by Eric Moe. You 
are invited to bring a potluck dish, if you are able. For more information or to RSVP, please contact Jean Wolph, jcwolph@gmail.
com or (502) 558-1931.

Presbyterian Women of Mid-Kentucky provide lunch for Portland Avenue Presbyterian Church’s Senior Café on the 4th Tuesday of 
every month. 

presbyterianwomen.org website has opportunities to subscribe to the Horizons Magazine, as well as, find information about 
Presbyterian Women in God’s world.   

Presbyterian Women of Second
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passages

Care for the Caregiver
Are you helping a loved one with impairments related to aging, disability, or a mental disorder? Are you taking care of 
someone who has a chronic illness, managing medications, or taking care of household chores, meals, and healthcare 
for someone who cannot perform these tasks alone?  If you answered yes to any of these, then you are a caregiver.

Caregivers hold it all together or have the overwhelming feeling that they must hold it together because no one else can.  
Caring for your loved one can lead to isolation, depression, chronic health issues, and poor quality of life. The Deacons 
here at Second see how important it is to support its members who hold the role of caregiver.

The caregiver support group meets on the second Monday of each month at 4:00 p.m.  These remote monthly Zoom 
meetings provide resources, education, guest speakers, and a safe space for support and assistance in finding solutions 
to the challenges of caregiving. If you are interested in joining or learning more, please contact the office or reach out 
to Elizabeth Clay, eclay@2ndpreslou.org, or Deacon Cathy Hollander.

Hope & Healing While Grieving
Our culture puts a lot of emphasis on happiness but loss is a very real part of everyone’s life. Hope and Healing While Grieving 
is a safe place for anyone who is grieving the loss of a loved one. We will meet at 11:30 am in the Parlor on Wednesday, 
June 28. All meetings will be at church with a zoom option. Please contact Elizabeth Clay, eclay@2ndpreslou.org if you 
have questions or are interested in joining the group.

We remember in prayer...

Libby Hancock and her family on the death of her  
    mother, Linda Wood, and brother, Bill Leonard,  
    5/29/2023 
Carol Harper and her family on the death of her son,  
    Grafton, 5/13/2023
Cathy Martin, Tim Martin, and their family on the  
    death of her mother, Susan McCrea, 5/10/2023
Wallace Horine and Margaret Flowers on the death of  
    his wife and her sister, Louise Horine, 5/9/2023
The family and friends of Joe Grimes on his death,  
    4/25/2023

Larry Boram, Bonnie Boram, and their family on the  
    death of his sister and her sister-in-law, Jane Boram  
    Hinkel, 4/19/2023 
Jean Groskreutz and her family on the death of her   
    brother-in-law, Roger, 4/9/2023
Edith Huber and her family on the death of her brother,  
    Mack Justice, 3/23/2023
Virginia "Sister" Stites and her family on the death of      
    her husband, Bodley, 3/20/2023  
Allison Crawford and her family on the death of her    
    grandmother, Gwen Knott, 3/3/2023

June/July 2023
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Staff

Rev. Steven P. Jester  Pastor &  Head of Staff  
sjester@2ndpreslou.org

Rev. Jordan Akin  Associate Pastor for Formation & Mission 
jakin@2ndpreslou.org 

Rev. Andrew Bowman  Associate Pastor for Community Life 
abowman@2ndpreslou.org 
 

Hayley Abell  Director of Second Presbyterian Weekday School 
habell@2ndpreslou.org 

Jim Rittenhouse  Director of Worship & Music Ministry 
jrittenhouse@2ndpreslou.org

Lorie Williamson Director of Children's Ministries 
lwilliamson@2ndpreslou.org

Ricky Case  Coordinator of Student Music 
rlcase01@gmail.com

Elizabeth Clay  Parish Associate 
eclay@2ndpreslou.org

Ministry Coordinator for Care & Stewardship  
info@2ndpreslou.org

Second Thoughts (UPS 488-060). Published Monthly.
Postmaster, send address changes to:
Second Thoughts, c/o Second Presbyterian Church
3701 Old Brownsboro Rd
Louisville, KY 40207

Diane Jackson  Bookkeeper 
diane.jackson@2ndpreslou.org

Amy Kiefner  Church Administrator                           
akiefner@2ndpreslou.org

Tammy Kissling  Ministry Coordinator for Formation & Mission 
tkissling@2ndpreslou.org

Samuel Libra  Organist & Assistant Director of Worship & Music Ministry 
slibra@2ndpreslou.org

Patty Moody Custodian 
pmoody@2ndpreslou.org

Elliott Nichols Technology Coordinator 
enichols@2ndpreslou.org

Christina Recktenwald  Children's Choirs Coordinator 
christinabrecktenwald@gmail.com

James Rogers Facilities Manager 
jrogers@2ndpreslou.org

Paula Roberts  Organist Emerita


