
   
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 

Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
 September 20, 2020 – 11:00 a.m. 

  
 

THE GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE            ​Beach Spring             ​arr. ​John Matheny 
Austin Memorial Handbells 

 
WELCOME 
 
PRESENTING THE MEANS OF GRACE 
 
*HYMN 63             ​The Lord Is God           A​ZMON 

Stanzas 1, 2, and 3 
    Hymn can be found on page 5 of bulletin 

 
 *CALL TO CONFESSION   
  
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION ​(Read in unison) 

God of justice, in baptism you anointed us to live boldly in the reality of your 
coming kingdom. We confess that we have not fulfilled our calling. We have not used 
your power to serve our neighbors. We have walked away from oppression and 
injustice. We have turned our backs on your beloved children who hunger and thirst 
in a world of plenty. Forgive us, Lord. Make us courageous servants of your justice, 
peace, and wholeness. In Jesus’ name. 

   ​(Time for silent prayer) 
 

*RESPONSE ​                              ​Yih’yu L’ratzon (May the Words of My Mouth)            ​Gershon Kingsley 
                                           Jim Rittenhouse, soloist; The Octet; Marsha Roberts, piano 
 

Yih’yu l’ratzon imreyfee v’hegyon libi l’fanecha, Adonai tzuri v’goalee. Amen. 
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be acceptable unto Thee,  
O God, my rock and redeemer. Amen. 

 

1 



*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
*RESPONSE       ​The Lord Is God           A​ZMON 

Stanza 4 
The Lord is God, the Lord alone! Give honor, thanks and praise 
To God, the maker of all things and giver of our days. 

 
THE WORD 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION           ​    ​Lorie Williamson 
 
THE STORY OF JOSHUA             ​Read by ​the Weekday School’s Red Room Kindergarten Class 
 
HYMN 458                                 ​Thy Word Is a Lamp Unto My Feet                            ​    ​            ​T​HY​ W​ORD 

Hymn can be found on page 6 of bulletin 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                       ​Joshua Chapters 2 & 6 
Selected Verses 

 
SERMON              ​           Glory Days        ​Rev. Steve Jester 
 

 

 
THE RESPONSE 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH​                                                                         ​from ​A Brief Statement of Faith 
We trust God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created 
the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, 
of every race and people, to live as one community. But we rebel against God; 
we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the 
image of God in others and ourselves, and threaten death to the planet 
entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with 
justice and mercy to redeem creation. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham 
and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth. Hearing 
their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. 
Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother 
who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the 
prodigal home, God is faithful still.  

 

 
 

MUSICAL REFLECTION                 ​Even When God Is Silent                                     ​ ​Michael Horvit 
The Octet 

I believe in the sun even when it is not shining. 
I believe in love even when feeling it not. 
I believe in God even when God is silent. 
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LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ​(Read responsively) 

“Almighty God, ​hear our prayer​…”  
                 ​The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

THE SENDING  
 

*HYMN 49  ​                                         ​The God of Abraham Praise                       ​L​EONI 
Stanzas 1 and 2 

 ​Hymn can be found on page 7 of bulletin 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                                 ​    ​LEONI                                    ​               ​T. Tertius Noble 

----- 

IN WORSHIP TODAY 
 
THIS MORNING ​we are honoring our worship heritage as well as our friends in the Jewish faith who are 
celebrating High Holy Days. Our hymns and anthems reflect traditional worship of the Jewish faith​, ​reminding 
us of the faithful God who called Abram, and who still calls us today. Our musicians will present a setting of 
the Silent Devotion (​"May the words of my mouth”​), and a beautiful setting of "​Even When God Is Silent,​" an 
inscription on the wall of a cellar in Cologne where a number of Jews hid themselves for the entire duration of 
World War II. 

SERMON SERIES - ​Today we continue our new six-week series “​Stories I thought I knew…​.” by exploring with 
new eyes the story of  Joshua.  Many thanks to Kelly Gant and the Weekday School’s Red Room Kindergarten 
Class for recounting the story today. Next week we will hear again the story of Zacchaeus from Luke’s gospel. 

OUR MUSIC AND PRODUCTION 
Marsha Williams Roberts, organist; The Octet of the Sanctuary Choir; Jim Rittenhouse, soloist 
Evan Vicic, audio/video technician; Elder Nicholas Moloney, video; Virginia Fortner, editing. 
 
Austin Memorial Handbells:​ ​Jim Rittenhouse, director ​- ​Ricky Case, Elizabeth Clay, Lindsay Cook, Bonnie Boram, 
Karen Hadley, Jean Herp, Diana Jester, Katharine Miller. 
 
The Lord is God, ​Tune: Public Domain, Text: David Gambrell, ©2011, Presbyterian Publishing Corp. Used by 
permission for livecasting under OneLicense.net #718492. LEONI, T. Tertius Noble, New York : J. Fischer & 
Bros.©1946. Used by permission. ​Yih’yu L’ratzon, ​Gershon Kingsley; ​Even When God is Silent, ​Michael Horvit, 
Rights Administered by Transcontinental Music Publications (ASCAP). Used By Permission. 
http://TranscontinentalMusic.com​; Used by permission for livecasting under Single Use License: 'Special 
Observance', Category A. S-900036 for Sep 20, 2020 
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WE LIFT UP IN PRAYER   
Sue Rogers and her family on the death of her uncle, Wayland Rogers, 9/9/20. 
Charles Bond and his family on the death of his brother, Rob Bond. 
Jason Cook, Lindsey Cook, and their family on the death of Jason’s grandmother, Jeanette Wilson, 8/19/20 
Don Smith, Sr., Don Smith, Jr., and their family on the death of wife and mother Marian Smith, 8/10/20. 
Lamoine Cash and her family on the death of her aunt, Rev. Dr. Nancy Holden, 8/01/20 
Eric Lehmann and his family on the death of his sister, Donna Metzler, 7/29/20. 
Louise Seiler and her family on the death of Louise’s sister, Betty Lette, 7/16/20. 
Rick Farrow on the death of his mother, 7/13/20, and brother, 7/13/20. 
Ricky Case and his family on the death of his father, Richard Case, 7/10/20. 
The family of Beverly Wagner on her death, 7/5/20. 

 
 
THE MINISTRY TEAM  
Rev. Steven P. Jester, Pastor 
Rev. Nathan Sautter, Assoc. Pastor for Community Life 
Rev. Jordan Akin, Assoc. Pastor for Youth 
Jim Rittenhouse, Director of Music Ministries 
Paula S. Roberts, Organist Emerita 
Lorie Williamson, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Hayley Abell, Director of Weekday School 

   Christina Recktenwald, Children’s Choirs Coord. 
Ricky Case, Children’s Choirs Coord. 
Elizabeth Clay, Parish Associate 
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