
 

   
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 

Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 
 July 5, 2020 – 11:00 a.m. 

  

THE GATHERING 

WELCOME 
 

HYMN SING     
Hymn 337    ​My Country, ‘Tis of Thee, ​Stanza 1                                                               ​A​MERICA 
My country, 'tis of thee, Sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing;  
Land where my fathers died, Land of the pilgrims' pride,  
From every mountainside let freedom ring! 

     
            Hymn 338    ​O Beautiful for Spacious Skies,​ Stanza 1                                                      ​M​ATERNA 

O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain;  
for purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain!  
America! America! God shed his grace on thee,  
and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea. 

 

PRESENTING THE MEANS OF GRACE 
 

 HYMN 331               ​                   ​God of the Ages​, ​Whose Almighty Hand​                                  ​N​ATIONAL​ H​YMN 
Stanzas 1 & 4 

    Hymn can be found on page 4 of bulletin 
 

 CALL TO CONFESSION   
  

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  ​(Read in unison) 
Loving God, we confess that we have failed to share your grace that you have so freely 
shared with us. We have been self-righteous in our attitudes, rather than seeking to 
work in harmony with others. We have shunned those whose ways we do not 
understand, rather than cultivating a community of love and welcome. We have given 
of our time and resources out of fear and guilt, rather than out of joy for your 
unwavering love for us. Forgive us, O God, for our lackluster commitment to sharing 
your grace. Heal the brokenness within us and within this world, so that we may 
dwell in peace with you, and with one another. 

(Time for silent prayer) 
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ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 
GLORIA PATRI                                                                           ​G​LORIA​ P​ATRI​ (G​REATOREX​) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

 
 
 

THE WORD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                   ​Teresa Larson 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON               ​Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
MUSICAL MEDITATION               ​            Prayer                                       ​Calvin Hampton 

 Paula Roberts, organ 
     

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                       ​John 5:1-9 
       
SERMON​                                                   ​“Never Too Late”​                                            ​Rev. Steve Jester 
 

 
 
 
 

THE RESPONSE 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                               ​From the Iona Community 
We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life, of sun and moon, of water 
and earth, of male and female. We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the Word 
made flesh, born of a woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree. A man 
of sorrows, he died forsaken. He descended into the earth to the place of death. On the 
third day he rose from the tomb. He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present, 
and his kingdom will come on earth. We believe in God within us, the Holy Spirit of 
Pentecostal fire, life-giving breath of the church, spirit of healing and forgiveness, 
source of resurrection and of eternal life. Amen. 

 
ANTHEM  ​ ​                                               ​This Is My Song                                      ​Jean Sibelius 

Erin Shina, Laura Atkinson, Kenneth Oeth, Russ Dunlap 
 

LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
 
   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ​(Read responsively) 

“God of grace, ​hear our prayer​…”  
                ​The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
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THE SENDING  
 

HYMN   ​                                                ​Christ for the World We Sing         ​                                       ​I​TALIAN​ H​YMN 
Stanzas 1 & 4 

   Hymn can be found on page 6 of bulletin 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 ​IN WORSHIP TODAY 

OUR MUSIC 
Erin Shina, Laura Atkinson, Kenneth Oeth, Russ Dunlap, soloists; Paula Roberts, organ 
 
My Country, Tis of Thee, ​Text: ​Samuel Francis Smith (1832)​ Tune: AMERICA, Public Domain; ​O Beautiful for 
Spacious Skies, ​Text: Katherine Lee Bates (1893), Tune: MATERNA, Public Domain. ​God of the Ages, Whose 
Almighty Hand, ​Text: Daniel Crane Roberts, 1876, Tune: NATIONAL HYMN, George William Warren 1892, 
Public Domain. ​This Is My Song, ​Text Sts. 1-2 © 1934, 1962 The Lorenz Corporation. St. 3 © 1964 The Lorenz 
Corporation. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music Arr. © 1933, ren. 1961 Presbyterian Board of 
Christian Education. Used by permission of Westminster John Knox Press; ​Christ For the World We Sing, ​Text: 
Samuel Wolcott (1869), Tune: ITALIAN HYMN, Public Domain. Used by permission for livecasting under 
OneLicense.net #718492.  
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https://hymnary.org/text/my_country_tis_of_thee_sweet_land#Author


 
WE LIFT UP IN PRAYER       
Janet Rittenhouse and her family on the death of her mother, Virginia Baxter, 6/27/20. 
Robert Nichols and his family on the death of his brother, James F. Nichols, 6/14/20. 
Walt Baker and his family on the death of his wife, Maude Baker, 6/8/20. 
The family of Dianne Sission on her death, 6/6/20. 
Judy Hettmansperger and family on the death of her brother-in-law, Curt Askins, 5/30/20. 
 
 
THE MINISTRY TEAM  
Rev. Steven P. Jester, Pastor 
Rev. Nathan Sautter, Assoc. Pastor for  
      Community Life 
Jordan Akin, Associate Pastor for Youth 
Jim Rittenhouse, Director of Music Ministries 
Lorie Williamson, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Hayley Abell, Director of Weekday School 

Paula Roberts, Organist 
Christina Recktenwald, Children’s Choirs   
   Coord. 
Ricky Case, Children’s Choirs Coord. 
Elizabeth Clay, Parish Associate 
Teresa Larson, Summer Intern 
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